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"Fetishistic Sausage-Devouring''. An interactional analysis within a media linguistic
framework

On August 25, 2025, former Vice Chancellor Robert Habeck gives an interview to the online
daily newspaper "taz" on the occasion of his temporary retirement from active politics, in
which he makes polemical remarks about his political opponents. In particular, he provokes
not only the Bavarian Minister-President but also various broadcasters and newspapers with a
statement that leads to a range of re-mediatizations: "This fetishistic sausage-devouring
[Wurstgefresse] by Markus Sdder is simply not politics." Taking this controversial interview
as a starting point, I ask how subsequent communicative events recontextualize and transform
its key statements, and which semiotic and medial factors shape this process. Here the talk
focuses on the episode of Markus Lanz (ZDF) that was broadcast two days later, and I will
carry out a multimodal interaction analysis of a sequence from it, while also incorporating a
series of Instagram posts that reuse elements of the talk show and the original taz interview.
At the end of the talk, the interactional analysis will be reflected within a media-linguistic
framework developed in previous work (see Luginbiihl & Schneider 2020, 2024; Schneider
2017). At the core of this framework are four closely interwoven dimensions of human sign
use: mediality, semiotic modes, communicative practices/genres, and individual competence.
These dimensions are systematically applied to the selected case to test the model’s analytical
validity and identify key factors in the contemporary mediatization of political discourse.

Keywords: semiotics, multimodal interaction, mediality, (re-)mediatization, political
discourse
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